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OUR CHALLENGES

Insularity and remoteness + Extensive maritime area -
High diversity of marine environments « Many human uses

and activities « Economic dependency on traditional
sectors (ex. shipping, fisheries, tourism)

THREATS WE FACE

Climate change and variability « Natural catastrophes and

coastal erosion ¢ Overexploitation of natural resources -

Increasing growth of tourism ¢ Increasing maritime traffic e
Proliferation of non-indigenous species * Marine litter
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DRAM

Valuing the Azores Sea by promoting the sustainable use of its
resources, striving to maintain its magnificence and ensuring the
natural sustainability.

Environmental topics and legal instruments applied in the Azores
(supported by MSP & sectoral policies):

Coastal zone planning & management;

Assessment of marine environmental status (MSFD, WFD, Habitats
and Birds Directives, EIA);

Natural resources management & sustainable blue economy;
Nature conservation (MPA, restrictions to fisheries);

Support to monitoring & surveillance of the maritime space.




Co-funded by the
Erasmus+ Programme
of the European Union

1. Maritime spatial planning (MSP) in a
nutshell

2. Competent authorities

THE CASE
OF
AZORES MSP 3. MSP instruments

FACTSHEET DESCRIPTION

4. Spatial dimension
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Online tools
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Collaborative GIS
planning tool

Web portal
MSP Azores

Human uses & activities

Tourism,
leisure &
sports

Navigation
& shipping

Underwater
cultural
heritage

Ports &
marinas

Sinking ships
& installing Mineral
artificial reefs resources

Geoportal
SIGMAR Azores

Scientific
research

Immersion
of dredged
material

Aquaculture

Submarine

Fossil fuels & cables,
renewable emissaries &

energy pipelines



https://oema.dram.azores.gov.pt/
https://oema.dram.azores.gov.pt/
https://sigmar.dram.azores.gov.pt/#/
https://sigmar.dram.azores.gov.pt/#/
https://www.seasketch.org/home.html
https://www.seasketch.org/home.html
https://oema.dram.azores.gov.pt/
https://oema.dram.azores.gov.pt/
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Steps & current status
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3. Compiling and acquiring data
+

Stakeholder participation

PLANNING —————————————
4. Defining the vision and objectives
5. Mapping the current situation

6. Mapping the potential situation

o
Stakeholder participation

Biophysical characteristics +—

Plans & programmes affecting
the maritime space

Administrative easements, __
restrictions of public utility
Spatial distribution of commmon
ses
Spatial distribution of private
ses

Conflicts & synergies among
uses

APPROVAL

7. Submitting the plan to the Consultative Committee
8. Undergoing public consultation
9. Legal approval & publication of the plan

o_.

&

IMPLEMENTATION

10. Implementing the plan
(TUPEM)
11. Monitoring and evaluation
REVISION

‘ RETURN TO STEP 1

12. Adapting the process
& revising the plan




g e, Co-funded by the
) A Erasmus+ Programme
eo4$o s of the European Union

TAKE-HOME LESSONS
FROM MSP AZORES

Main challenge: Lack high resolution near-surface spatial & temporal data for the
Azores maritime space, especially coastal areas (regional and local scales);

Limitations of the available data: accuracy of remote sensing data * climate
constraints (cloud cover) ¢ limited and unevenly distributed collection of
environmental observations ¢ datasets require /n s/fu validation;

Benefits from user uptake: broad-scale oceanographic information can be applied
to environmental monitoring  prediction of optimal conditions for future uses (ex.
Aquaculture-Fishing Farm, maritime facilities).
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Core needs (our weakiness)

CURRENT &

FUTURE NEEDS

EO PRODUCTS,
SERVICES & Applications of remote sensing imagery
WORKFORCE - General

Information
Complementary methods
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Mapa de Localizacao

40°N

35°N

=

35°W 30°W
Legenda
chlorophyll a (mg/m3)
Value

l High : 2
Low : 0,03

Fonte: Copernicus Marine Service, 2021

PTRAO8 / ITRF93

}N\ Sistema de Referéncia O

200 000 m

DRAM - Diregdo Regional dos Assuntos do Mar

SRMP - Secretaria Regional do Mar e das Pescas

Governo dos Agores

10




Co-funded by the
Erasmus+ Programme
of the European Union

. MSFD & WFD - Environmental monitoring * MSP Directive — Sustainable
Main areas blue economy * MPA - Habitats & Birds Directives, OSPAR Convention ¢
ICZM - Maritime public domain management ¢ Climate change

CURRENT &

FUTURE NEEDS

EO PRODUCTS,

SERVICES & Complementary needs
WORKFORCE - Specific

Information
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Main areas

CURRENT &

FUTURE NEEDS

EO PRODUCTS,

SERVICES & Complementary needs
WORKFORCE - Specific

Information
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» Coastal zone management;

IN CONCLUSION » Human activities monitoring.
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info.dram@azores.gov.pt - .
(+351) 292 240 624 Fal r WI n dS
and
Regional Directorate for Sea Affairs FOl |OW| ng

Regional Secretariat for the Sea and Fisheries

Regional Government of the Azores S e aS
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