

[image: A close-up of a logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]



NEREUS Response to
Written Stakeholder Consultation on the 
European Competitiveness Fund (ECF)
Transparency Register ID:  418383311305-48
NEREUS is registered in non-governmental organisations, platforms and networks and similar












 Since its establishment in 2007, NEREUS (Network of European Regions Using Space Technologies) (www.nereus-regions.eu) has been the only European association governed by regions for regions (23 member regions supported by a great ecosystem of universities, SMEs, space agencies), dedicated to promoting the use of space technologies for the benefit of citizens at the local, regional, and European levels. As the voice of European regions on space applications from Copernicus/Galileo/EGNOS, NEREUS provides a unique platform for regions to shape their space policies/strategies, ensuring that space-based solutions bring benefits across multiple public domains such as maritime management, agriculture, urban planning, and disaster response. Additionally, NEREUS plays a crucial role in facilitating access to key EU policies, including the Smart Specialisation Strategy, helping regions leverage their assets and resources for innovation and economic growth. Organized as a European non-profit association (AISBL) under Belgian law, NEREUS advocates for regional interests at the EU level, acting as an interface between European institutions, such as the European Commission and the European Space Agency (ESA). By actively shaping European space policy and programmes, NEREUS ensures that regions remain at the forefront of space innovation while contributing to the betterment of society. 

Question 3.:	Clean Transition and Decarbonisation - Health, Biotech, Agriculture and Bioeconomy - Digital Leadership - Resilience and Security, Defence Industry and Space: Do you think the sectoral windows address the major challenges of each sector? Are important elements missing compared to current funding priorities?

As regards the sectoral window space, NEREUS recommends a stronger, explicit prioritisation of the downstream space sector—the applications and services that convert EU space infrastructures into tangible economic and societal benefits. Strengthening the competitiveness of the European downstream Earth Observation (EO)/Copernicus and GNSS sector while broadening the scope of user realities in Europe is fundamental to maximising the impact of EU investments and connecting space with all integral objectives of the European Competitive Fund. 
Space technologies are key for digital transformation: Copernicus and Galileo provide massive volumes of data that fuel digital innovation, AI, big data analytics, smart services, and precision applications across sectors. Space-based data and services address almost all domains that are relevant for Europe’s competitiveness, ranging from energy, health, transport, agriculture, to name just a few.
Uptake and integration of space-based technologies (e.g., Earth observation, satellite communications, navigation) across industries is transversal and critical for Europe’s competitiveness, sustainability, and resilience. While the downstream sector is significantly growing, mainstreaming these capabilities across society and sectors still requires targeted measures for user uptake, skills development, and integration into sector policies and procurement. To address the proposed ECF, more targeted support, skills, and integration mechanisms are needed to enhance sectoral policies and value chains.

Accordingly, NEREUS calls for: 

· Explicit recognition of regional governments and their ecosystems as strategic partners in governance and implementation of the ECF, reflected in legislative wording and the composition of ECF governance structures. Regions bring together the different players of the innovation triangle that are essential to accelerate the uptake of innovative space solutions and generate innovations across sectors. 
· Dedicated downstream windows (within the Defence & Space window) within the ECF to scale user uptake and stimulate public‑sector demand 
· Cross‑window links (Clean Transition, Digital Leadership, Health/Bioeconomy) within in the ECF that explicitly budget for space‑enabled use cases—precision Agri‑Environment schemes, climate‑risk analytics, resilient connectivity for digital public services—so upstream investments translate into sectoral outcomes.
· Facilitate uptake in domains with high innovation potential through targeted support instruments for SMEs and start-ups, including guidance hubs, testbeds, financial vouchers, and innovation procurement, delivered at the local/regional level. 
· The ECF should contribute to developing innovation and policy tools that stimulate market uptake, including regional innovation programmes, public procurement, pilot deployments, skills development, and cluster support. 
· Targeted capacity building, skills development, and awareness-raising. 
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